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Parables Worksheet 
 

Identify in this column the 
places in this parable where 
orientation, disorientation, and 
reorientation occur, if at all. 

 

The Two Builders 
 

 

 

 

 

Luke 6:47-49.  47 I will show you what someone is like 

who comes to me, hears my words, and acts on them.  48 

That one is like a man building a house, who dug deeply 

and laid the foundation on rock; when a flood arose, the 

river burst against that house but could not shake it, 

because it had been well built.  49 But the one who 

hears and does not act is like a man who built a house 

on the ground without a foundation. When the river 

burst against it, immediately it fell, and great was the 

ruin of that house." 

 

Identify in this column what 
historical, sociological, and 
linguistic information would you 
want to investigate in order to better 
understand the original meaning of 
the parable. 

 

1. What kind of parable is this? Similitude, Narrative Parable, or Example Story? 

 

2. What is the literal level about? 

 

3. What is the tropical (figurative) level about? 
 

4. What is the significance (s) for the modern reader? 
 

 
 

Identify in this column the 
places in this parable where 
orientation, disorientation, and 
reorientation occur, if at all. 

 

The Rich Fool 
 

 

 

 

 

Luke 12:16-21.  16 Then he told them a parable: "The 

land of a rich man produced abundantly.  17 And he 

thought to himself, 'What should I do, for I have no 

place to store my crops?'  18 Then he said, 'I will do 

this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, 

and there I will store all my grain and my goods.  19 And 

I will say to my soul, 'Soul, you have ample goods laid up 

for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.'  20 But God 

said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life is being 

demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, 

whose will they be?'  21 So it is with those who store up 

treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God." 
 

 

Identify in this column what 
historical, sociological, and 
linguistic information would you 
want to investigate in order to better 
understand the original meaning of 

the parable. 

 

1. What kind of parable is this? Similitude, Narrative Parable, or Example Story? 
 

2. What is the literal level about? 

 

3. What is the tropical (figurative) level about?  

 

4. What is the significance (s) for the modern reader? 
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Identify in this column the 
places in this parable where 
orientation, disorientation, and 

reorientation occur, if at all. 

 

The Rich Fool 
 

 

 

 

Luke 16:1-8.Then Jesus said to the disciples, "There 

was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were 

brought to him that this man was squandering his 

property.  2 So he summoned him and said to him, 

'What is this that I hear about you? Give me an 

accounting of your management, because you cannot be 

my manager any longer.'  3 Then the manager said to 

himself, 'What will I do, now that my master is taking 

the position away from me? I am not strong enough to 

dig, and I am ashamed to beg.  4 I have decided what to 

do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people 

may welcome me into their homes.'  5 So, summoning his 

master's debtors one by one, he asked the first, 'How 

much do you owe my master?'  6 He answered, 'A 

hundred jugs of olive oil.' He said to him, 'Take your 

bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.'  7 Then he 

asked another, 'And how much do you owe?' He replied, 

'A hundred containers of wheat.' He said to him, 'Take 

your bill and make it eighty.'  8 And his master 

commended the dishonest manager because he had 

acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more 

shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are 

the children of light. 

 

Identify in this column what 
historical, sociological, and 
linguistic information would you 

want to investigate in order to better 
understand the original meaning of 
the parable. 

 

1. What kind of parable is this? Similitude, Narrative Parable, or Example Story? 

 

2. What is the literal level about? 

 

3. What is the tropical (figurative) level about? 

 

4. What is the significance (s) for the modern reader? 
 

 
 

 


